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Mission to Mauritania

• With the support of Fundacion Global Migres, 
Ass ACROLA and the french-mauritanian NGO 
World Travelling Birds organise a research
mission in order to collect informations about 
the stopovers of AW in Mauritania. In Mauritania
we were recommended by the DILZAP from the 
environment ministry as a « state » mission and 
we receive the support of the NGO Nature 
Mauritanie and Diawling National Park.

• From 12 to 24 September 13 people participate to 
the mission, 10 fieldworkers and 3 drivers.

• Dates of the mission were choosen according to 
the recent results of the geolocator study, 
indicate that birds seem to accross Mauritania in 
August and September



Logistics

• Participants :

• 3 All-terrain vehicles (pickups Toyota Hilux) 
fully charged. In addition to the working
material, food and personal luggages we have 
to bring with us all the water we need. Most of 
the things we need for the mission have to be
planned and bought at Nouakchott.

• Thanks to our very good local supports it was
possible to prepare the entire mission in one 
day at Nouakchott

Belgique VERNIEUWE Ruben

France CLESSIN Augustin

France FOUCHER Julien

France GUILLE Kevin

France HILLIER Nicolas

France PORTE Yann

Mauritanie DIALLO Kader

Mauritanie DIAWARA Sidi

Mauritanie EL ABASS Boubacar

Mauritanie WATT Nouma



Map

• There are many wetlands in Mauritania but 
only a few could be suitable for AW

• The mission was possible thanks to the 
great knowledge of the country from NGO 
WTBirds. They realised in 2019 a big 
prospection of 60 wetlands. Their database
indicate the suitability for AW.

• So we prospect for new zones and we
check the zones already known as suitable
for AW.

• 25 zones were visited and ringing
operations were realised in 7 of them.

Pictures : Top : In blue and some of the red ones the wetlands

already prospected by WTBirds; in red the wetlands prospected in 

2025 during the mission



Results
• On the 25 zones visited the maimum of informations were collected to complete the database.
• On each ringing site a complete vegetation inventory has been done.

Numéro de la zone Name date prospection Vegetation Classification Hassaniya Interest birds Interest AW Remarks

2025-1 Keur Macène 1 12/09/25 tƭŀƛƴŜ ŘΩƛƴƻƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ςméandre 3 4 Végétation diversifiée type prairie humide avec quelques tamaris

2025-2 Nakhela 12/09/25 Typha latifolia tƭŀƛƴŜ ŘΩƛƴƻƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ςméandre 3 1 Zone à Typha

2025-3 Gani-Khreina, Morokwaye 13/09/25
Cyperus erythroides et rotundus,  Tipha  

angustifolia, Nymphea lotus
bassin d'inondation cultivé (riz) abandonné depuis 

plus de 25 ans
4 5 Digue, entouré de rizières; profondeur moyenne 0,30-1,20 m

2025-4 Lac de Lourine 13/09/25 Typha latifolia Lac 3 1 Zone à Typha

2025-5 Lac bekiz 13/09/25 Cyperus sp Lac 5 3 Eau libre, un peu de cyperus sur les bords

2025-6 zh proche bekiz 13/09/25 Cyperus sp Lac 4 3 Cyperus peu dense

2025-7 Laweije zone 2 14/09/25 Cyperus sp, Typha tƭŀƛƴŜ ŘΩƛƴƻƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ςméandre 5 4 Cyperus peu dense

2025-8 Bouragah Zone 3 16/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 5 5 très grande

2025-9 Zh gabou 17/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 3 2 petite, peu favorable

2025-10 Lac Gabou Zone 5 18/09/25 Echinocloa et cyperus en bordure Lac 5 3
peu de végétation favorable en bordure, echinocloa recouvre tout en 

tapis flottants

2025-11 Mechrah Zone 4 17/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 5 5

2025-12 Ain Salama Zone 6 20/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 4 5

2025-13 tamourt tintane 2 20/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 2 2 petite, scirpe peu dense, bcp d'arbres, pâturage ++

2025-14 tamourt tintane 3 20/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 4 3 Zone complètement inondée, scirpe recouvert

2025-15 Ain Cheibe Zone 7 21/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 5 5

2025-16 Tamourt 21/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus barrage 2 3 petite, barrage avec scirpe en bordure

2025-17 Tamourt maghta lajar 21/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 3 2 Très boisé, scirpe en bordure et sous les arbres, peu dense

2025-18 Tamourt 22/09/25 Nymphea lotus Tamourt 3 1 que du nénuphar

2025-19 Bennar 22/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus barrage 2 2 barrage un peu de scirpe au fond

2025-20 Barrage de Tertouguel 22/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus barrage 3 3 très peu de scirpe bcp de pâturages

2025-21 Lac Mal Est 22/09/25 Prairie inondée type Tiguet Plaine d'inondation 5 5
Zone favorable, pas de scirpe, énormément de quelea, ressemble à la 

végétation de Tiguet

2025-22 Lac Mal Ouest 22/09/25 Echinocloa Lac 3 2 végétation flottante echinocloa, non favorable

2025-23 Tamourt N'aaj 18/09/25 Vachellia nilotica et Nuphar lutea Tamourt 3 1 beaucoup d'eau pas de strate herbacée

2025-24 Ext. 1 19/09/25 rien sec 1 0 A sec

2025-25 Guimi 15/09/25 Bolboschoenus maritimus Tamourt 1 2 zone à sec



Results
• During 7 mornings of ringing with 300 meters of nets. 181 birds were caught. 100 of them are 

migratory birds. The sedge warbler is the most abundant.
• Only 1 Aquatic warbler was caught despite of very suitable habitats on several zones. With the 

strong decline of the population it becomes harder and harder to find one.

Table of ringedbirds 13/09/2025 14/09/2025 16/09/2025 17/09/2025 18/09/2025 20/09/2025 21/09/2025

Species Rosso Laweije Bouragah Mechrah Lac de Gabou Ain Salama Ain Cheibe Total général

Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 31 11 21 2 4 7 16 92

Euplectes afer 13 3 7 3 26

Passer luteus 5 19 24

Cisticola juncidis 10 7 1 18

Eremopterix nigriceps 5 5

Acrocephalus scirpaceus 1 1 2

Motacilla flava 1 1 2

Cinnyris pulchellus 2 2

Acrocephalus paludicola 1 1

Cisticola galactotes 1 1

Iduna opaca 1 1

Euodice cantans 1 1

Muscicapa striata 1 1

Passer griseus 1 1

Phylloscopus collybita 1 1

Phylloscopus trochilus 1 1

Prinia subflava 1 1

Quelea quelea 1 1

Total 46 16 50 4 34 12 19 181



Pictures_ Rosso (Morokwaye)



Pictures_Laweije



Pictures_Bouragah



Pictures_Mechrah



Pictures_Gabou Lake



Pictures_Ain Salama



Pictures_Ain Cheibe



Discussion

The rainy season was generous this year and Mauritania was very green, with
omnipresent pastures and many small temporary wetlands (endoreic basins). Ringing
operations carried out in the best of these areas have led to the capture of many species
of wetland migrants.

However, the numbers captured remained low each time, particularly for the Sedge 
Warbler, raising various questions :
- Haven't the birds arrived yet? Or already passed?
- Are there so many habitats available that they are distributed very widely?
- Would the passage of Sedge Warblers in particular be more concentrated on coastal
wetlands such as the Diawling National Park, which we never surveyed during this
period?

In several areas we had the impression of being there too early, with wet and aquatic
plant formations not yet mature, or areas with a water level still too high for the 
development of Scirpus reed beds. However, the food resource is already very present
with impressive quantities of insects prohibiting us from lighting any lamp after dark
under penalty of immediate invasion !



AWOM is funded by: And working together with:

Contact

Julien FOUCHER

info.acrola@gmail.com
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